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LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Item No. _1.D__ 
Mtg. Date __April 5, 2016__  
Dept. _Development Services__ 

Item Title: Memorandum of Understanding for the Completion of Phase 1 Activities 
Associated with Investigative Order No. R9-2015-0058 for the Investigation of 
Sediment Quality in the Mouth of Chollas Creek 

Staff Contact: Malik Tamimi, Management Analyst 

Recommendation: 

Adopt a resolution (Attachment B) approving the Memorandum of Understanding for the 
Completion of Phase 1 Activities required by Investigative Order No. R9-2015-0058 for 
Investigation of Sediment quality in the Mouth of Chollas Creek  

Item Summary: 

On October 26, 2015, the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) issued a final 
order entitled, “Investigative Order No. R9-2015-0058, An Order Directing The California 
Department of Transportation, The City of La Mesa, The City of Lemon Grove, The City of San 
Diego, The National Steel and Shipbuilding Company, The San Diego Unified Port District, and the 
U.S. Navy to Submit Technical Reports Pertaining to an Investigation of Sediment Quality in the 
Mouth of Chollas Creek, San Diego Bay, San Diego County, California.”  Investigative Order No. 
R9-2015-0058 requires the aforementioned parties to prepare a Phase 1 Work Plan to evaluate the 
current nature and extent of impairment related to contaminated sediments in the Mouth of Chollas 
Creek and the Chollas Creek Tidally Influence Area.  The City of San Diego has agreed to provide 
project management and contract administration services to the named parties for the Phase 1 
Activities.  The Memorandum of Understanding (Attachment A Exhibit 1) outlines the 
responsibilities of the named parties during the implementation of Phase I Activities of the 
investigative order. City staff recommends that City Council adopt a resolution (Attachment A) 
approving the Memorandum of Understanding. 

Fiscal Impact: 

The named parties agree to meet in good faith to negotiate distribution of costs and funding for 
implementation of Phase 1 Activities.  Phase 1 Work Plan is not anticipated to exceed $64,062 and 
will be borne in Fiscal Year 2016/17.  Similarly, the RWQCB oversight costs are not anticipated to 
exceed $25,500 in Fiscal Year 2016/17.   

Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Public Information: 

 None  Newsletter article  Notice to property owners within 300 ft. 

 Notice published in local newspaper  Neighborhood meeting 

Attachments:

A. Resolution/Exhibit 1 MOU 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016________ 

RESOLUTION OF THE LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL APPROVING A MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING FOR THE COMPLETION OF PHASE 1 ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH 

INVESTIGATIVE ORDER R9-2015-0058 PERTAINING TO AN INVESTIGATION OF 
SEDIMENT QUALITY IN THE MOUTH OF CHOLLAS CREEK, SAN DIEGO BAY, SAN 

DIEGO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA      
 

 
WHEREAS, Clean Water Act (CWA) section 303(d) requires states to develop a list of  

waterbodies that do not or are not expected to meet water quality standards after implementing 
technology-based controls; and    
 

WHEREAS, Chollas Creek and the San Diego Bay Shoreline near Chollas Creek have  
been listed by the State Water Resources Control Board as water quality-limited segments 
pursuant to CWA section 303(d); and 
 

WHEREAS, the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) adopted  
Investigative Order No. R9-2015-0058, which directs the named parties to investigate the 
sediment quality in the Mouth of Chollas Creek and the Chollas Creek Tidally-Influenced Area; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the RWQCB has determined that the named parties under the Order  
include Caltrans, City of La Mesa, City of Lemon Grove, City of San Diego, NASSCO, and the 
U.S. Navy, and the San Diego Unified Port District as secondarily named party; and 
 

WHEREAS, the named parties have agreed to work together to submit the Phase 1  
Work Plan and the Phase 1 Report; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of San Diego has agreed to lead the technical effort by providing  
project management and contract administration services for the named parties and has hired a 
mutually agreed upon consultant to perform the identified Phase 1 Activities; and  

 
WHEREAS, the named parties worked together to develop a memorandum of  

understanding outlining responsibilities and funding for the implementation of Phase I Activities 
to meet the investigative order deadlines; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is cost prohibitive and inefficient for the City of Lemon Grove to perform 
these compliance tasks independently; and  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Lemon 

Grove, California hereby:  

1. Approves the attached Memorandum of Understanding (Exhibit 1) pertaining to 
Investigative Order No. R9-2015-0058; and 

2. Authorizes the City Manager to sign the said MOU.      

/ / / / 

/ / /   
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Exhibit 1 
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(Signature pages for the other named parties are not included here) 
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Exhibit 1 of the MOU 
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